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CORONATIONS The Dallas Court raises over $2500

for Youth First/Trevor Project

APRIL 2011 o
16 - Providence, RI brownies, jJams, scones,
16- Calgary, AB designer Chex mix, and

16 - Sacramento, CA
16 - Corpus Christi, TX
23- Denver, CO

30 - Orange County, CA
(ICS Women's
Conference )

30- Vancouver , WA

evensugaf r ee it ems
all were available for
purchase. Grand Duch-

ess Mera state
year we noticed the

roach coach drive up and

the guys cleared it out in

a matter of minutes, |

thought maybe we could

bake some goodies that

would be fresh and have

a home toucheo
did Grand Duchess Mera

MAY 2011

7 - Phoenix, AZ

14 - Fresno, CA

14 - New Mexico
21 - Buffalo, NY

28- San Antonio, TX
29 - Salt Lake City, UT

JUNE 2011 know that her idea would
4 - Reno, NV prove a wonderful bene-
5 - Kentucky What do you get when  the activities and experi- fit for Youth First/
JULY 2011 you cross the Texas Bearence Dalllas. Trevors Project !
5 NSk Round Up with a bake
16- Winnipeg, MB sale by the United Court Grand Duchess Mera  Grand Duchess Mera
9 - Alameda, CA of the Lone Star Empire Tucker and Marquis and Marqui s AS
(o)) of Dallas ?Mar kAmSwe nvé rSlattery spenaseveralr y
23 - Fort Worth/ fundrai that rai . ks bl . baki
Arlington, TX a fundraiser that raises  organized a bake sale = WeekKs planning, baking
23- Boise, ID over $2500.00 for Youth

First Texas/Trevor Pro-
AUGUST 2011 ject.

6 - Everett, WA
6 - Hamilton, ON

13- Minneapolis, MN The Texas Bear Round

20- Eugene, OR up, held the weekend of

20- Austin, TX March 1820, is the larg-

27- Edmonton, AB est gathering of the Bear
Community in the and manned the booths and coordinating with
United States. Over for 3 days selling all others Court members to

1500 men were in atten- kinds of delicious bakery get items baked, pack-
dance to participate in  items: cakes, cookies, (Continued on paga)


http://www.dallascourt.org/
http://youthfirsttexas.org/
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Dallas Youth First / Trevor Project Fundraiser

20092010, Jeffrey
Payne donated a
cake that was auc-

[} tioned off during the
infamous Under-
wear Auction Satur-
day night.

(Continued from pag)

stated Mera. Today, afte
Grand Duchess many, many, many
Mera and her long cookies, she estimates
time partner Sir that close to $10,000.00
. Jimmie Tucker, who has been raised for char
is the reigning Em- ity and there is no end in
peror of the Dallas sight.
Court, founded

ATucker I nno several
; - years ago as their Congratulations to Gran
Emperor Sir Jimmie Tucker, ast MaWaloBelgtaise,y sDuehess Memand Mak
money for various quis ASt Ma
aged and ready to sell.  the Texas Gay Rodeo charities. nL,aWiRcSeBifetfund- €
But the Dallas Court donated items and Dallas comfortable performing raiser for Youth Eirst/
me mber s wer eresidntahdipart owner on stage, but | LOVED

only ones involved in of the Dallas Eagle, and  baking, so | thought why | '€vor Project !

this effort ! Members of  Mr. International Leather not bake for charity 2?0

=
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Growing Up Gay in Kentucky

Congratulations to His Most Imperial Majesty Emperor 29 Clayton Burchell for an outstanding event held at Eastern Ken-
tucky University (EKU). The forum "Growing Up Gay in KY" was a huge success. The forum was well attended with ap-
proximately 100 students from EKU. The format was very informative and enlightening for all who attended. The speak-
ers shared personal stories of coming out and dealing with their families, friends, etc. The audience was engaged and
open to ask questions about their personal struggles. We feel that this event was a huge step toward creating positive
change through our younger generation in Kentucky. We commend Emperor Clayton for taking this leap of faith and
turning this event into a such a successful form of outreach to the LGBT students at EKU., considering that this has been
proclaimed the "The year of our Youth" by the Queen Mother of the Americas. This forum was also presented at the
University of Kentucky and realized equal success.

Emperor Clayton is the youngest elected Monarch in the history of the Imperial Court of Kentucky. Through his efforts
this year the Imperial Court of Kentucky has started to see a growing interest in court events within the younger genera-
tion. Our hope is that this interest will continue for years to come.

Emperor 27 Daddy Wayne
President Board of Directors
Imperial Court of Kentucky

COURT COMMUNIQUE


http://www.thetrevorproject.org/

Emperor 29 Clayton Burchell,
Empress 29 Helena Handbasket,
& The Imperial Court of Kentucky
invite you to attend....

¢ |mperial Court of Kentucky
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A Message from the President

First | would like to congratulate our new Executive Board for the ICC, voted into office at the ICC
meeting this past January in San Diego. Presid&mperor Michael Gaffney,*1Vice President
open, 2°Vice President Empress Crystal Rae Lee Love, Recording Secrétanmypress Sharon
Lantree and Corresponding Secretafgmperor Robert Surreal.

There are many things coming up this year, but | would like to start with the Canadian Celebratio
would like to congratulate all of those involved in the Canadian Salute & thamt@iversary of Van-
couver BC. The whole weekend was put together very well and it looked as though everyone haff &
derful time. Queen Mother | of the Americas, Nicole the Great, presided over the festivities on Friffiiss
evening, presenting 5 Canadians withdbee Julio Sarria International Civil Rights Award and in- _
ducted the inaugural recipients of tReyal Order of the Maple Leafwho were as varied as the placeL 'y
they came from; from the first Empress of Canada ted northe, (the first inductee), to the former
Heirs Apparent to Jose 1 & Nicole the Great. The Queen Mother, Nicole the Great, was inducted as the first US rdwmmabft
Order of the Maple Leaf.

G oa 1

| see that some Courts have already started raising moni€lddfrevor Project. Please make sure that you let Bryan Cromwell know
so he can keep track of the monies donated on the ICC website, Bryan can be eraited@tobaltlv.com Also each Court should
have received an email from Crystal Rae Lee Love, pertaining to guidelines that The Trevor Project would like us toeisesofriee
information that The Trevor Project would like to have completed and approved prior to your event. Crystal sent toishencaiht

tacts listed on your websites. If you have not received this please contact Crystal&t056 @gmail.com

Along with fundraising for The Trevor Project, | have heard that many of the Courts are already doing theibgad0fNoble Volun-
teer Hours. That is fantastic news! Remember, the volunteer hours are for volunteering for things outside your normal Court benefit
and fundraisers. Look at the different organizations in your own communities and ask if they need help.

Make your plans to attend theC S Wo me n & s inCApritif fumng @range County, CA. This will take placeAgril 30, 2011,

the same weekend as their Coronation. For more infupeati or
princess60@yahoo.coar Sharon Lantree atabmaster@sbcglobal.net Let 6 s make this a successf
would also like to volunteer, Hara and Sharon would be grateful for the help.

As | mentioned in my last article, the Harvey Milk US Stamp Campaign is still in full swing, there is no deadline urgilRbetdl Ser-

vice gives us a date. As far as we know they are still looking at 2013. | just sent in another 190 letters and retieivfeshathe US
Postal Service, stating that the Harvey Milk Stamp is being considered. | need everyone to continue sending in thdsélettgers d o n
have to be sent individually, they can be sent in bulk, which is how | have been mailing them. | still have plentyrdspesitzble to
anyone that would like some for advertising. Also we still have Harvey Milk lapel pins for sale. One more item ofiittethetHar-

vey Milk US Commemorative Stamp Campaigrs our newFacebookpage. Emperor Ryan Hernandez has been the drive behind get-
ting this Facebook page up and running. To join please go do Harvey Milk Stamp Campaign and click on the one thatsays Cause
derneath. | believe we are up to about 500 people and want to go even higher. Please let your friends and family kinievpadpmut

You can get all of the information on the stamp campaign on this site as welasnpcourt.org We also just received another en-
dorsement for the Harvey Milk Campaign. This was a joint letter from US Senators Barbara Boxer and Dianne Feinstaisbe€his h
posted on the ICC website.

Letbébs make this the best year ever throughout the |1 CS.

In Service to Our Courts and the GLBT Community
Emperor Michael V Gaffney

President of the International Court Council
Canadd USA - Mexico

INTERNATIONAL COURT SYSTEM

Canada-USA-Mexico
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Letter from the Editor

can read about a
trip to Carnival,

Nic_ole.Diam.ond which to me sounds
Editor in Chief o like several Corona-
International Court Communiqué tions rolled into

one, sigh me up!!!
And you will find

, " advertisements for
May | present the Spring edition of the In- upcoming Corona-

ternational Court C8&mmuni 9 HoRsthat ydU Wil 7
online issue. With each issue we continue to
grow and gain new exposure for our organi-
zation. As you will see in this issue there is
a lot going on within the International Court
System. This wonderful philanthropic or-
ganization which or beloved founder, Em-
press | Jose the Widow Norton started over
45 years ago continues to grow and prosper
throughout the United States, Canada and
Mexico. Yes, there are growing pains, but as
leaders within our communities we handle
these situations through effective communi-
cation and move forward. We must all stand
proud and united within this Royal Game
that we play and pave a bright way for those
who shall follow.

Fellow Courtiers,

not want to miss.
After reading the
various articles and
seeing the candid
pictures, take a - :
moment and let us know what is going on
within your Empire. We would love for you
to be a part of the next issue which will be
out in July.

Thank you for your continued support. We
ask that you share the link to this publica-
tion with all of your friends and family, and if
you desire, print a copy and share at your
local bar or Community Center. Keep
those articles, advertisements, pictures and
local and national information coming our_

I n this issue you wil/ fin\g/ay.tljl’eﬁse&Hd‘?n?oﬂnatiMrPtéheros

State of_ the Union_Add_ress which was pre- nicolediamond1@aol.com
sented in Connecticut in February. You will
enjoy seeing pictures and information about

: _ In Service,
the Royal Affair i 40" Anniversary Celebra-
tion held in Vancouver Canada. We have )
included some historic information that you Nicole
may not know about some of your brother Nicole Diamond

Empress 21 and 28 of Kentucky

nd sister rts. There is information . .
and sister Courts ere Is informatio Heir Apparent to the Queen Mother of the Americas

about our upcoming ICC raffle, which sounds

like it may appeal to a lot of people. You . . . _
Editor / Coordinator Nicole Diamond

Nicolediamondl@aol.com

INTERNATIONAL

Advertising Mark Campbell
EmprlMark@aol.com

Layout / Design Bob Boudreau
BobBoudreau@HartfordEAGLE.com

COURT COMMUNIQUE
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Oh Canadal!

We stand on guard for thee! We stood tall and proud as we celebrated Canada's 40th anni-
versary with the International Court System. Vancouver,British Columbia was host to this
historical occasion. On Friday March 4th, The ICS hosted the "Royal Canadian Gala". Our
Queen Mother Empress Nicole the Great presented inaugural recipients with the Royal Or-
der of The Maple Leaf as well as the Jose Julio Sarria Civil rights awards.( The full listing of
recipients are included in the program that is available for viewing on the homepage.) It was
a very successful event and quite moving as Canadians were celebrated for the tireless
work they have done for their communities over the last 40 years.

It was a wonderful weekend as we also witnessed the crowning of Vancouver,BC's 40th
Monarch,Empress XL Kamelle Toe. Highlights from the evening included a special 40th
photo montage that played before the college of monarchs were to be presented. In atten-
dance were the founder of the Imperial Court system in Canada,The first Empress of Can-
ada Mr. ted northe.as well as the first elected Empress in Canada Empress | of Vancouver
BC, Charity St. Peters along with her partner of over 39 years Sir Dino Padget. Magical per-
formances were given by the anniversary monarchs Empress X Oliv ,Empress XV,XX Myria
Le Noir,Emperor XXVIII Bruce and Empress XXXVIII lona Whipp.

This weekend will be featured in the documentary by PatchWork productions on the Inter-
national Court System.

| would like to take the opportunity to thank the contributions to Canada and to the Interna-
tional Court Council, Empress Marni Gras and Empress Claudia Silva. They have stepped
down from the council, but continue to inspire so many in the International Court System. |
had the pleasure of presenting Empress Marni Gras when she stepped into the role of Em-
press XXXIII of Edmonton AB. | will forever cherish that moment,

Until the next issue, | leave you with this great Canadian quote” Whether we live together
in confidence and cohesion; with more faith and pride in ourselves and less self-doubt and
hesitation; strong in the conviction that the destiny of Canada is to unite, not divide; sharing
in cooperation, not in separation or in conflict; respecting our past and welcoming our fu-
ture." Pak

b0

- Lester Pearson i)
KD

}Y'v, wlage)

i
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Jaylene Tyme

Her Imperial and Sovereign Majesty

Empress XXXV

Vancouver, British Columbia

The Mother Court of Canada

Heir Apparent to Queen Mother of the

Americas -Empress Nicole the Great,

a Member of the Imperial Court Order
AN o of the Double Eagle




Crowning of Vancouver,BC's 40th Monarch,Empress XL Kamelle Toe




Her Majesty’s
State of the Empire Address
2011

Febmary 19, 2011

Windsor, Connecticut
United States of America

The 2017 State of the Empire Address — Windsar, Connecticut
Orsen Mosber I of the Americas, Empress Nicale the Greas



Zood eveming, Ladies and Gentlemen

Exacty fonr vears agpo, on thes very same weekend, our beloved Fonader, Empress I José, coowned
me a5 her Successor and the first Cmeen Mother of the Americas..

And pow, in what has become an anmal traditron, I prezent the State of the Empire Address. ..
and it 15, indeed, myy honor to delorer thes address for the first tume on the East Coast i thas, the Grear

Empire of Connecticut. ..

For nowr fonr vears, my reign i this Renalssance Era has been abour change, new beginnings
and new ways...

The Renaissance Era is about, yes, respectng ous past and those whe build ous conss system and
ot whose shoulders we stand. .. but also abont passing the torch of coner leadesship to new geneations of
Congr Congtiers.

Since my crovning, T have toed to re-focns that we are indeed an international GLBT crpanization
with owrer 65 u::]-:apt-:—:s in the great narions of Canada, United States and Mexico. .

Mext month, I will be travelling to Vancouver, British Columbia, for a royal celebration marking
the histose 40" Anniversary of the establishment of oue conct system in Canada. .

Tonight, vre are all honored with the presence of many of ong Canadian brothers and
axsters. . wonld you please all stand. .

I hawe establshed and will ke hononing the first honosees of the Koyal Order of the Maple Leaf. ..
42 Canadian public officials, commmuairy activists and conat leaders.

Cin behalf of the Tijuana AIDS Fund, I wish to thank those Canadian and Amescan conrts who

have, since the early “30z, raised over $200,000 for onr brothers and s:sters livng wich HIV and AIDS in
Memmeo. .. Yonur continming suppot has made a great difference in their qualey of Lfe.

Becanse we age an intemaronal crganization, we have made ontreach and supported our brothers
and sisters i1 other conntoies.

The International Court Council has made contebutions o ATDS oeganizations and hospitals in
Africa... and least Tear, onr coner system honored B-l!-l'.l.D]:I Chrisropher Senyonjo of Uganda an African
naton which :s tryping to pass laws to execnte GLBT citizens based on their sexnal coentation.

On March 77, T will be flying to San Francisco o present an International Conat System honor to
the foremost gay leader of Russia, MNilolay Alekseev, who has lead Moscow's gay pode — whose
participants have been beaten and arcested. ..

Fecently, the European Human Rights Court mled in hus favor and agamst the Fossian
FOvErnment. .

Wes, the International Court System :s5 proud to be a past of o global raanbow famly and w1l
contimue o help one brothers and s:sters in need whenever possible.

It iz indeed my honor to reporte to you that ons national campaign to get the Unoed States Postal
Service to 13sue a stamp in honor of Harvey Milk has gained much momentum. ..

We have officially been informed that the Harvey Mk Stamp i3 under consideration for a future

stamp issuance. .. W hile we are close to mictogy, we must not let up in ous letter-writng campaign. ..
please contwme your efforts.

I wish to thank all the cons for your recent fundraisers on behalf of the Harvey Milk
Foundation, especially the successful jomt Mortheast Regional Courts benefir held in Rhode Island. ..
Sruart Milk wanted me to convey hes very deep appreciation.

Tibe 2017 Srate of vbe Emmpive _Address — Windror, Connecvicur
Cween Movter I of the - Awrericas, Empress INicole rhe Grear



On May 227, the International Conet System will also be a part of the global celebration of
Harvey Mill's Birthday.

We also honored four GLBT Amercan veterans who were leadess in the movement to Lft the
military’s ban on pars ttled “Don’t Ask, Don'’t Tell™. ..

Oa June 3, 2010, in the House of Representatives of the United States, the International Conrt

T

Srstem’s 43 vears of service was recognized by the United States government and officially put mro the
Congressional Record of the 111" Congress, 2™ Session___ an honos fewr GLET organizatons have ever
received.

I wonld lize to acknowledge and thank Congresswoman Susan Davis for making this histone
recognition possible.

Last vear, one of our navion’s oldest pride parades, Chnstopher Street West of Los Angeles, on irs
40" anniversary, honored the Internatonal Couct System of Canada, Unsted States and Mexmeo as as Grand
Marshals.

We have continued to sign official Accords wrth GLET orgarnzzatons — the last two being The
Trevor Project and The Gay and Lesbian Alhance Against Defamanon (GLAAT).

The International Coner Conaned will be 5DOIS0LNT O 3" Women's Conference on April 300
Cirange County.

Last vear’s first Transgender Conference was a major suceess with the attendance of elected public
officials, transgender rovalty and well known activists...

Parliament, the Voice of All Courrs, will be holding its Fonrth International Session on hay 20
Buffalo, New York. .. I am prond of itz accomplishments and its leadership.

Cmr Internanonal Court Communique, nider the editorshup of Empress Wicole Diamond of
Eentucky, is growng every :ssne. . and I lock forwand to oue next Intercational Covet Couned meetings
comumng up m Avgnst in Hamilvon and Cetober in Hawan.

I also am locking forwacd to my npeonung State Visits 1o Wew York and 25 25" Acomwersary

Coronation as well as my State Visies to Oldahoma, Vancouver, Spokane and Sacramento,

Fous vears go, I stated, m my fiwst address as your Queen Lother, that my reign, the Renassance
Era, wounld have an absclute Zero Tolerance of any couct’s Enancial mismanagement oc
embezzlement. .. That the dars of sweepmy these inmdents under the mg were over. .

I stated that I wonld revoke the Charter of any congt which does not legally act on such
musmanagement and thievery. .. and, as von all know, the ICC and I have done as such and vl contnue to
do so.

We age all caretakers of this community’s raised moner.

Fecently, I izsned a proclamation declaring 2011 The Year of Our GLBT Youth and 63,000

Noble Volunteer Hours.
I ask you all o support and get involved in these efforts and campaigns. ..
In Canada, the 2011 cous’ fondraisers are weged for the Gay Straight Youth Alhances.
In the Unmed States, the 2011 conats” fndraizers are nrged for The Trevor Project

The International Couwrt Connedl i very prond to be a major financial sponsor of the anmmal school
ant:-bullring nanonal conference: Solutions to A Crisis... Supporring Smdents — Saving Lives

The 2007 Frave of nbe Empive _Address — Windror, Connecvicar
weew Motder I af the _Aweericas, Emprers Nicole the Grear



sponzored by the national Center for Excellence in S5chool Counseling and Leadership and the Harvey
Milk Foundation. .. A $3.000 grant was issued 1o thes vonth conference.

As Thave sa:d many times, “ong GLET Youth age not oaly our fomee but one here and now™.

I ol also be establishing an Internanonal Famuly Advisory Council to the QOusen Llother I of the
Americas and the ICC. .. wuth the first two mductee: /members bemng from the Cowrt of Connectiont.

All these accomplshments conld not have been possble without the dedication, comnytment and
leadership of my present and past Heirs Apparent and Members of the Intemational Court Couneil. .. I
wonld he nothing without their suppost and hard wock.

I wish to acknowledge the presence of a member of my Povy Conacil and a past 5 year President of
the ICC and whom I owe mmch to: Empress Panzi of Mew York.

I wish to announce tonight that within 7 days, T =il be tssming an official proclamation entided, The
Rights of Court Members and the GLBT Community within the ICS and will be asking the Voice of
the People, Parliament, to wanfy this proclamanion. .

In closing, I wounld Like to o off my official remarks and tell von abont a fone-rear-old bor named
Dryson whao likes to deess up as a prneess and abour a book by hus mother enttled, My Princess Boy.

We do not know what four-reac-old Dvson will grow up to be, but we mnst all make onr schools
and soc:ery safer and accepting of all children and stmdenrs.

INext vear, [ will be celebratng the 3% Anniversary of the honos of being vour Oneen MMother. ..

Wour now over 43 vears of sermice and noble deeds hnmble: me and remends me thar T am also a
servant o the commmndy and all of yon. .

zod bless vou all. ..
I cemain, “The Strength of the Counrt’s past... The Promise of its futace.”

Chueen Mother I of the Amencas
Empress Micole the Great
Canada, Unied States & Lexico
(619 692-19a7
MicoleMRSDNaol com

Tibe 2017 Frare of nbe Enspive _Address — Windror, Conneacvicur
Dween Meorder I af the - Aweericas, Empress INicole rhe Grear
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OUR HISTORY - The

/ Forty years of service
via wigs & smiles

by Shaun Knittet
SGN Associate Editor

John Scott, 68, is a gentle man.
He is easy to talk to. Over a cup
of coffee on a rare sunny Seattle
afternoon, John told me that his
friends call him Scotty, and his
even closer friends know him as
Olympia | Scotty- the very first
empress of the Imperial Sovereign
Court of Seattle & the Olympic
and Rainier Empire. Forty years
ago, Scotty reigned supreme. To-
day, dressed conservatively in a
blazer and buttodown shirt, it
would be hard to imagine himin a
gown and a tiarabut the gleam

in his eyes when he talks about
'the good old days' immediately
gives him away. Much more than
a preStonewall Gay man, greater
a person than a mere drag queen,
Scotty is a wonderful historian.
We talked for quite some time,
and | felt lucky to be having cof-
fee with royalty.

Scotty is aglow, and for good rea-
son: he was recently bestowed the
prestigious title of Queen Mother
of Washington state by the Inter-
national Court System. He joins
only five other queens (from Cali-
fornia, Colorado, Nebraska, New
York, and Nevada) to hold such a
post. After 40 years of pageants,
fundraising, and mentoring, his
day has finally come, and it is a
beautiful thing.

'Forty years ago, | beat 22 contest-
ants to become the first empress
of Seattle in the Spanish Ballroom

7
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Imperial Sovereign Court of Seattle ~

at the Olympic Hotel," Scotty told
Seattle Gay News. With a hint of
disbelief, he continued. 'l won,
and | still don't know how.'

-

Scotty won, and it thrust him and
the newly formed Court of Seattle
into history. From that first Coro-
nation Ball in 1971 till now, the
organization has had its ups and
downs, but one thing has re-
mained intact: tradition. The
Court System is more than just a
club for drag queens and their
guards and emperors; it has be-
come synonymous with commu-  ner, John, but there really aren't many|
nity, friendship, and family. All of us still around.’

one has to do is look over the pho- |
tos that adorn the College of Mon- But, like any true historian, Scotty be-
archs page on the Court of Seat- gan to tell me stories of days gone by.I
tle's website 'Forty years is a milestone, and there
(www.imperialcourtofseattle.com) are so many wonderful things we were
to see just how many lives have  involved with that | am very proud of,'|
been touched through the years. he said triumphantly. I

HISTORY NEVER LOOKED SO Although he covered a plethora of peq-

ENCHANTING 'In the late 1960s, ple, places, and times, the stories were

| didn't really feel like | belonged," absolutely amazing.

Scotty said sheepishly. Then he

brightened. '‘But then | made the  Scotty says the early days of the Coult

connection with the Court. We of Seattle were not as they are today.|

were like a small family. Over the 'We had to have secret meetings and

years there have been times when pay off the cops,' he said. 'We'd meetht

we were forced to become politi- the Mocambo [a Gay bar and restau- I

cal, but we never strayed from our rant] & we kept a lot of secrets.'

mission of raising money through

entertainment. The current Court Scotty tells me of the days when the

of Seattle has gotten back to fam- Court of Seattle took on the police (a

ily.' won) by exposing a corrupt SPD for I
shaking them down for payoffs. 'We

Scotty and | spoke at length about got tired of it," he recalls. 'In those

a very different reality: Gay Seat- days, if you didn't pay off the cops,

tle in the late 1960s and early they would harass you and you could

1970s. For him, some of the be arrested just for being Gay.' I

memories are bittersweet.
In a particularly politically motivated |

"There are very few of us left,’ he piece of the Court's history, Scotty

said. 'I'm still here, and my part- (Continued on pagi3)

/
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reminisced about their involve- THE EVEREVOLVING COURT OF Indeed it is. The Imperial Court of Sey
ment with Initiative 13. In JanuarySEATTLE attle has a very clear mission: to pro-
of 1978, two Seattle police offi- 'When the Court first began, we were vide funds and services to other non I
cers filed Initiative 13 and called all just being kind of silly,' he said. 'lt profits within the Gay and Lesbian
their organization Save Our Moralfelt great to win a title and wear a Community of Seattle and King
Ethics. In response, the Seattle crown. Nowadays, the more recent enGounty, Washington.

community launched an aggres- presses do it all. They make the rounds

sive 'No on 13' counter campaignat the clubs, do outreach, and raise To that end, the Court is a great place,I
against the effort to repeal the  money.’ for anyone who would like to get in-
City's news antdiscrimination volved with the community to do so. In
ordinances. If Initiative 13 passedAccording to Scotty, it wasn't until the fact, the Court is currently raising

you could again be fired solely onfourth coronation that the Seattle Cournoney to help send LGBT people to
the assumption or admittance thagot an emperora tradition that had  school. The JC/Lady Graytop Memo- I
you were Gay or Lesbian. On No-continued. Emperors, like empresses,rial Scholarship Fund, established in
vember 7, Seattle voters rejectedhave been of all ages, shapes, and 1977, is a permanent memorial to Em-

Initiative 13 by 63% to 37%. sizes. Some women have even servegeror J.C, James Christiansen, and Eln-
as emperor. 'The Court is open to anypress Lady Graytop, James Torchia,

Socially, the Court of Seattle one,' said Scotty. vibrant members of the LGBT commul

stood up to bigotry, as well. 'We nity and The Imperial Court of Seattle|

picketed channel 7 when the sta- Scotty admits he's seen the Court of Since its inception, the court has
tion manager Lloyd Cooney went Seattle go through a lot of changes. 'l awarded over $60,000 in various schdl-

after Gays,' said Scotty. was empress before some of these arships to deserving students. I
gueens were even born," he joked. 'But
Much like the rest of the Gay | really get along with the younger  'I'm proud of the work we do through

community, the Court of Seattle queens. We always seem to find somehe scholarship fund,' said Scotty.
would not remain immune to the common ground. Since Olympia XXX 'Anything helps when going to school|
AIDS crisis of the 1980s. 'AIDS LaTrina Bidet on, I've cultivated I
decimated us,' Scotty said sorrowfriendships with them. Empresses likeThis is a big year for the Court, as it
fully. 'We lost quite a few mem- Olympia XXIX Gaysha Starr and turns 40 years old. Scotty and the COI|
bers. There was just so much los®©lympia XXXV Aleksa Manila are lege of Monarchs plan on throwing one
during those days. After 40 peoplalways out and about. | don't know  big party as they celebrate the last 40l
died, | couldn't bring myself to go how they do it. They are everywhere, years and elect a new empress and ejn-
to any more funerals.' and they are very smart and talented.'peror. Please join the Court of Seattl
for Coronation 2011, The 40th Annuaj
Scotty said that he remembers  Scotty admits that with all of the sud- President's Bal An American Gala, at
how important it was for the den interest in drag, many of the younthe Madison Renaissance Hotel on
Court to participate in the first  queens bypass the Court and just per+ebruary 19 at 5 p.m. For more infor-I
Seattle AIDS Walk, but that the form. He says the biggest challenge mation about the Coronation, please
mood had little to do with Pride facing the Court of Seattle is getting visit the Court of Seattle online at
instead, he said the walk was  new people to join. 'Drag used to be www. imperialcourtofseattle.com/
'more like a funeral procession.' exotic, but it isn't anymore. | want the coronation.
These days, he says he is happy younger queens and potential emperors
see the important changes that to know that we are a fun bunch of 'Come join us,' says Scotty. 'Let's havL
have come about in the fight for apeople doing good work," he said, '‘andun, raise money, and give helpto |
cure. The AIDS Walk, he pointed most of us aren't as bitchy as you mighitose who need itand entertain!"
out, is now a walk of defiance andhink. We need to get back to commu-
hope. nity because that is what it is all about.’ )}

~ /
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Over $31k given away by Las Vegas! ;\
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On Friday, January 28, 2010, at the Spotlight Lounge, The Imperial Royal Sovereign Court of the De-
sert Empire, Inc., Emperor Xll Jason Dyer, and Empress XII Bootsy CarMichael had the final event
bringing the twelfth reign to a conclusion. On this night, the Royal Court of Las Vegas celebrated the

fruits of their labor by Divesting their fundraising efforts back to the community.

The amount given back to the community for Reign XII exceeded $31,000 !!!!
The selected charities and the amount they received from Reign XII

include

e Sin Sity Sisters of Perpetual Indulgence - $10,000.00
e The GLBT Center of Souther Nevada - $ 9,986.50
e Susan G. Koman Fight for the Cure - $ 1,500.00
e Shade Tree Shelter for Women & Children- $ 1,500.00
e Harvey Milk Foundation $ 1,430.00
e The Trevor Project $ 1,263.54
e Nevada SCPA $ 1,241.00
e Golden Rainbow $ 1,241.00
e Sight For Life $ 1,000.00
e Juvenile Diabetes Foundation $ 760.00
e St. Therese Center $ 355.00
e AFAN/Aid for Aids of Nevada $ 216.00
Scholarships to local students $ 1,000.00

I n conjunction with the

Ni col e

Gr aoaphy,it foared e

with 68,000 hours of volunteer service to other charities outside of the Imperial Court System, each of

our benefactorés were granted

behalf of their respective charities.

This eveningds charity

opportunity t

e "VReign, lead byiEmmesds X3 Mis8Katbirt Ddv-o r
enport Jewel that will be given back to the community next January.

Considering the state of the economy nationwide and Nevada having the highest unemployment rate
in the country, this philanthropic effort for 2011 and the 12th reign deserves a standing ovation.

It truly was an exhilarating evening to personally witness how raising $1.00 at a time can adversely

affect the lives of others, thus, putting into perspective why each of us joined this organization.

In Service -

Martin K Deaver
Regent Emperor 13.3
Las Vegas, NV
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