International Court
System

The International Court System (ICS) was
founded in San Francisco in 1965 by José Sarria,
when he proclaimed himself “Absolute Empress 1
José, The Widow Norton”. Her Kingdom rapidly
expanded across the North American continent
and is now one of the oldest and largest
predominantly gay organizations.

The ICS is comprised of individual chapters
known as “Imperial Courts” across the United
States, Canada and Mexico, each incorporated as
a notfor-profit entity. Each Court is an
individual and autonomous social and
community service organization bound together
by common goals and ideals. When the ICS
originated in San Francisco in 1965, it was
intended mainly for “camp” fun, each Kingdom
crowning their monarchs at an annual charity
ball or “Coronation”. However over the years the
ICS has become one of the largest international
fundraising, social awareness and educational
organizations in the GLBT Community, with
over 68 chapters across the continent!

In addition to some of the other positive
aspects of the Court System, perhaps the best is
that our organization is open to everyone. Our
membership is made up of every aspect of
society: lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and
heterosexual. A person's gender, lifestyle or
mode of dress has no bearing on being a member
of the court "family."

For nearly half a century, José, the one-time
“Nightingale of Montgomery Street” has
nurtured, protected and guided her Imperial
Courts. He is truly a living hero and role model
for all members of the GLBT Community or
anyone who admires courage and optimism
against daunting odds.

In February, 2007, Nicole Murray Ramirez
assumed the reins of leadership of the ICS and is
respectfully known as the Queen Mother of the
Americas.

Thom Hansen (Empress Panzi) serves as the President
of the International Court Council. Career wise, he ran a
very successful real estate firm in NYC for nearly a decade,
and is currently the vice president of a prestigious interna-
tional direct marketing firm. Panzi has been a political
activist since the early 70’s, a volunteer and fundraiser for
countless GLBT organizations and is the Founder and
Organizer of the Invasion of the Pines in Fire Island.
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The International Court System
(ICS) 1s one of the most exciting,
diverse GLBT organizations on this
continent! With 68 non-profit
chapters across the United States,
Canada and Mexico, our members
utilize their unique talents to raise
funds and awareness, educate and
teach, and help fulfill the needs of
their communities.  In the spirit of
true “camp”, each chapter is known as
an “Imperial Court”, with individuals
earning their camp titles, such as
Emperor and Empress, Duke and
Duchess, and so forth. We bring



